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Wachiska Program — Thursday, October 8, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom web conference (registration required)  
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 Calendar 
October 
 
7 Deadline for ordering birdseed (pages 3-4) 
7 Deadline for ordering Audubon calendars (page 5) 
8 General Meeting via Zoom, 7:00 p.m. “Great Plains Birds,” 

by Larkin Powell (NOTE required registration) 
12 Conservation Committee via Zoom, 5:30 p.m. (check with 

chairman) 
15 Newsletter deadline, Wachiska office, 5:00 p.m. 
16-17 Fall Birdseed Sale Distribution (pages 3-4) 
20 Board Meeting via Zoom, 7:00 p.m. 
22 Legislation Committee via Zoom, 7:00 p.m. (check with 

chairperson) 

T he following information is 
used by the University of 

Nebraska Press to describe Great 
Plains Birds, a small book that is 
part of the Great Plains series, 
supported by UNL’s Center for 
Great Plains Studies. In my talk, shall 
we all pretend that we have been 
asked to write a book with the title 
“Great Plains Birds” for the casual observer or even for a tourist 
in the Great Plains? Where do you start? What birds should you 
include when limited by space? There are so many birds—many 
of them have historical, social, cultural, political, scientific, or 
personal reasons for inclusion in such a book. I hope we can 
have a lively discussion, and then we will see if your ideas match 
what I actually did in the book! 
  
The Great Plains is a well-known and well-studied hybrid zone 
for many animals, most notably birds. In Great Plains Birds I 
have explored the history, geography, and geology of the plains 
and the birds that inhabit this area. From the sandhill crane to 
ducks and small shorebirds, I have explained migration patterns, 
showing how human settlements have affected the movements 

The Writing of Great Plains Birds—Where Do You Start? 
by Larkin Powell 

of birds. Historical maps and images have been used to illustrate 
how wetlands have disappeared, how grasslands have been 
uprooted, how rivers have been modified by dams, and how the 
distribution of forests has changed, all the while illustrating why 
grassland birds are the most threatened avians in North 
America. Conservation attempts are discussed along with how 
sporting organizations have raised funds to create wetland and 
grassland habitats for both game and nongame species. Check 
out page 2 in this newsletter for a 50 percent off 
announcement through October 30. 
 
Larkin Powell is a professor of conservation 
biology and animal ecology in the School of 
Natural Resources (SNR) at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. He also serves as an associate 
dean for experiential education for UNL’s 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources. Larkin teaches undergraduate and graduate courses 
on wildlife management and research. His research program 
focuses on landscape dynamics, animal demography and 
movements, and decisions made by private landowners in the 
Great Plains and throughout the world. Along with Great Plains 
Birds (University of Nebraska Press) which will be the focus of 
our October 8 Zoom program, he has written a textbook, 
Principles for Management of Fisheries and Wildlife: The 
Manager as Decision-maker, (Cognella). In his spare time, Larkin 
enjoys writing poetry, fishing, hunting, and photography. 
 
Join Wachiska on Thursday, October 8, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to 
learn about birds of our geographical area. This free, public 
program is available to those who register at the link above. You 
can copy and paste the link into your browser or go to 
Wachiska’s website and click on this link directly to register. You 
will then receive a confirmation with the meeting number and 
password. A few minutes before the program is to begin, use 
this confirmation information and you’ll be invited into the 
meeting. 

Larkin Powell 
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Help Wachiska Win a  
Substantial Matching Grant! 

by Theresa Pella 
 

When you make an online donation during the first two weeks of 
October, you could help the Wachiska Audubon Society receive a 
substantial matching grant for our “Hire a Prairie Habitat 
Manager Project.” The project was selected to participate this 
year in the Gannet Foundation’s “A Community Thrives” 
matching grant program. For Wachiska to compete for a grant, 
we must raise $3,000 by Friday, October 16. This tells Gannet 
how much public support there is for our program. All donations 
will come to Wachiska whether or not we win a grant. 
 
Once we get $3,000 in donations, Wachiska will qualify for one of 
16 grants—three $100,000, seven $50,000, and six $25,000 
grants. Any of these would be a HUGE support and build on the 
strategy to financially support a prairie habitat manager position. 
ne part of our strategy to support the  
Two special challenge grants! 

 Week of October 5 - Give at least $5—the organization with 
the greatest number of donors wins a challenge grant! 

 Week of October 12 - Larger donations—the organization 
with the highest donation total wins a challenge grant! 

 
The minimum donation is $5 and anyone with an email address 
and access to the Internet can donate. Just go to Wachiska’s 
website (www.wachiskaaudubon.org) and look for this link or 
copy and paste into your browser from this article:  https://
www.mightycause.com/story/1jjmxf. 
 
In 2017, The Gannett Foundation started “A Community Thrives” 
program to invest in community building initiatives in those areas 
where it sells newspapers (in Wachiska’s membership area, the 
Syracuse Journal-Democrat and the Nebraska City News-Press are 
Gannett owned papers).  Since the beginning, the Foundation has 
donated more than $6.5 million to nonprofit organizations. 
 
If you have any questions, email Theresa Pella at 
pella_t@yahoo.com or call her at 512-585-1511. For more 
information about the Gannett Foundation, check out this link:  
https://www.gannettfoundation.org. 

 
 

Johnsgard’s 2020 Publications 
 
Paul Johnsgard has published several books in 2020 that will be 
of interest to Wachiska members. One of these is available as a 
free download from the University of Nebraska Digital Commons 
Library at https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/zeabook/93/ or may 
be purchased from Amazon for $55. The title is The Lives, Lore 
and Literature of Cranes: A Catechism for Crane-lovers. 
2020. Lincoln NE Univ. of Nebraska Digital Commons. 143 pp.  
 

A second book covering the biology and life histories of all the 
regularly occurring mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians of 
Nebraska has just been published by the University of Nebraska 
Press ($25 paperback) Wildlife of Nebraska: A Natural 
History. 495 pp.  
 
A third book mentioned in an earlier issue of 
The Babbling Brook is Audubon’s Lillian 
Annette Rowe Sanctuary: A Refuge, a River, 
and a Migration. 205 pp. It is available for 
about $20 from Rowe Sanctuary at Gibbon, 
Nebraska, which receives all profits.  

 

 
Letter to the Editor 

by Elizabeth Nelson 
 

I have enjoyed reading The Babbling Brook for decades, but I 
must say I found the September 2020 issue most informative. I 
was inspired by Food in Your Backyard and encouraged by the 
simple solutions in Protect Birds from Wind Turbines. I loved 
Ken Reitan’s tips on using eye positioning for hawk 
identification and Richard Peterson’s portrait of the 
Shearwater, particularly one known to reach 55 years of age. It 
was uplifting to read the pandemic silver lining affecting Marine 
Soundscapes. As always, Marilyn McNabb’s Climate Change 
Update provides vital need-to-know; and perhaps most 
immediately important is Mark Brohman’s encouraging us to 
voice our concerns about the degradation of focus from the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust (although “degradation of focus” 
are my works, not Mark’s).   
 
Kudos to all the Wachiska members and editor Arlys Reitan 
who, month after month, create a wonderful newsletter full of 
information we are unlikely to encounter anywhere else. So 
valuable, too, is that current and back issues are available on 
WachiskaAudubon.org. Thank you for your efforts! 
 
 

University of Nebraska Press Fall Book Sale 
 
Larkin Powell’s Great Plains Birds book is one of the books on 
sale for 50 percent off, along with 1,000 other titles. The sale 
goes through October 30. 
 
From Native American history to Latin American studies, from 
military history to African poetry, from books on the Great 
Plains to the literature of the American West, there’s 
something here for everyone. Just enter 6FALL20 in the 
promotion code field of your shopping cart and click Add 
Promotion Code. Offer expires October 30, 2020. 
 
The sale information page is:  
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/fall-sale/.  

 The page for Great Plains Birds (normally $16.95) is: https://
www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/bison-books/9781496204189/. 

http://www.wachiskaaudubon.org
https://www.mightycause.com/story/1jjmxf
https://www.mightycause.com/story/1jjmxf
mailto:pella_t@yahoo.com
https://www.gannettfoundation.org
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/zeabook/93/
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/fall-sale/
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/bison-books/9781496204189/
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/bison-books/9781496204189/
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FEED MIXES 
Standard Audubon Mix – white millet, sunflower seed, cracked 
corn, peanuts, oat groats 
 
Classic Audubon Mix – sunflower seed and hearts, white millet, 
cracked corn, safflower seed, peanuts, oat groats 
 
Attraction Audubon Mix –sunflower seed and hearts, safflower 
seed, peanuts, raisins, protein pellets 
 
Woodpecker Gourmet – 75% nuts (almonds, peanuts, walnuts), 
pumpkin seed, corn, black oil sunflower seed and hearts, 
safflower seed 
 
Bushy Tail Treat – peanuts, sunflower seed, whole corn, raisins, 
pumpkin seed, feed pellets. Treat your favorite backyard 
squirrels and keep them away from the bird feeders! 
 

SUET CAKES 
High Energy Treat – sunflower seeds, millet, cracked corn; 
enjoyed by most wild birds 
 
NEW! Berry Treat – a wonderful winter treat 

Wachiska Audubon Fall 2020 
Birdseed Sale & Fundraiser 

 
Wachiska's Birdseed Sales are an important part of our fundraising and offer you a great deal on birdseed!   
Our prices are very competitive. The great majority of Wachiska's budget for education and conservation programs comes from 
donations and fundraising, and our twice-a-year birdseed sales are two of our major fundraisers.  If you feed birds regularly, or want 
to give it a try, please buy from Wachiska. Our new convenient pick up location in SW Lincoln makes it easier than ever to get your 
birdseed.  We depend on your purchases, and so do our feathered friends! Thank you!  

SEEDS 
 
White Millet (98%) – popular with cardinals, mourning doves, 
house finches, juncos, sparrows 
 
Peanuts (shelled) – attractive for woodpeckers and blue jays 
 
Safflower Seed – good for house finches, chickadees, cardinals, 
wood peckers – NOT FAVORED by squirrels and grackles.   
 
Nutra Saff Seed is without the hard, outer shell. 
 
Sunflower Hearts – highly prized by birds and leave less mess—
use coarse hearts for feeders with large openings that might 
allow fine hearts to drop out 
 
Black Oil Sunflower Seed – favored by most seed-eating birds; 
high oil content for more energy 
 
Additional copies of this flyer and the order form are available 

on our website: www.WachiskaAudubon.org. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ORDER PICK UP DATES - MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 
 

Reminder: stay in your car; we will bring the seed to you. 
 
                     Friday, October 16                                                                Saturday, October 17 
                                 3:00 -6:00 p.m.                                                                                       9:00-11:00 a.m.  
 

 
PLEASE—Plan to pick up your order during one of these times. Orders 

that are not picked up cause a lot of extra work for our volunteers whose help we 
greatly appreciate!  
 

If it is totally impossible for you to pick up your seed, please email Arlys at office@wachiskaaudubon.org to 
make alternate pick up arrangements.  
 
If anyone is interested in volunteering to assist, please contact Lana Novak, 402-570-1273. 

 

Pick up site is: 
N.W. Corner of 14th & 

Arapahoe Street 
(between Van Dorn & 

Hwy 2) in Lincoln. 
 



 

 

Birds for Every Season 
2021 Audubon® Calendar Collection 

 
Featuring detailed, full-color photographs accompanied by educational text,  

Audubon® calendars are a fantastic way to infuse each day with birds and nature all year long.  
All calendars are printed on FSC-certified paper and each purchase supports the National 

Audubon Society’s mission to protect birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow.  
 

Giftable. Irresistible. These make wonderful holiday gifts.  

NOTE: Ordering deadline for 2021 Audubon calendars is  
October 7, 2020—but not a day later.  Please get your orders in NOW! 
 
PRICING: All prices include tax and shipping. 
#1 and #4 marked $15.99 sell for  $17.  
#5  marked  $14.99 sells for $16.  
#2 marked $18.99 sells for  $20.  
#3 marked $16.99 sells for $18.  
#6 and #7 marked  $7.99 sell for $8. 
 
NO EXTRA CALENDARS WILL BE  AVAILABLE, so place your orders  now. 
 
Check the Wachiska website to view these beautiful calendars in color 
at www.wachiskaaudubon.org. 

Call or email the Wachiska office by October 7 to 
order.  Phone 402-486-4846 or email 
office@wachiskaaudubon.org. 
 
All orders will come to the Wachiska office for pick up 
in mid-November. 
 
You will be notified via email or phone. 
 
Payment will be due when calendars are picked up. 
 
Thank you very much for your support in this 
fundraiser for Wachiska Audubon. 
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Climate Change Update 
by Marilyn McNabb 

Need a chuckle? Try the story on the National Audubon website 
about the White House garden, “Forget the Roses.” With the 
right mix of plants, shrubs, and trees, it says, “the White House 
grounds could be quite an avian haven.” The story mentions that 
Teddy Roosevelt’s wife, Edith, did use what The Washington Post 
called “those sturdy plants which form the national flora,” and 
provides a link to the list of 93 bird species Teddy listed from 
memory that he had seen around the White House. 
  
And while you’re on the Audubon website, you might take a look 
at the series of five articles on the basic advantages of 
exchanging fertilizer, power tools, and waterhogging plants for 
native plants and other yard and gardening choices to support 
birds, enrich soil, and store carbon.  
                                              ______________ 
 

The day I wrote this column, a friend in Seattle emailed me 
about her worries for her daughter’s family In Portland. She sent 
a column by Joseph Winters from Grist magazine, 9/11, that 
explained the EPA’s Air Quality Index.  
 
The EPA’s Air Quality Index (AQI) measures five types of air 
pollution on a scale of one to 500. “Healthy” air gets a rating 
between 0 and 50; things start getting dangerous in the mid-
100s, especially for sensitive groups like those with heart or lung 
conditions. An AQI reading of 301 or greater is considered 

“hazardous,” causing the EPA to declare “emergency conditions” 
for those who are exposed for 24 hours or more. On Wednesday 
afternoon and Thursday morning, September 9 and 10, the area 
around Eugene, Oregon, clocked AQI values well into the 700 
range. . . 

______________ 
 

If that leaves you feeling troubled, here’s a suggestion:  One of 
the most directly consequential decisions about climate that will 
be made in Lincoln is the Lincoln Electric System’s goals for clean 
energy. The board will be making its decision at its November 20 
meeting. Any time before that—today would be good—you can 
email your thoughts to board@les.com. What importance should 
LES give to moving to clean energy—wind, solar, and batteries? 
How urgent is this change? 

______________ 
 

“Managing Climate Risk in the U.S. Financial System,” a report 
from a subcommittee of the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, was released on September 9 on the CFTC’s 
website. Signing on was Citi, JPMorgan Chase, Morgan Stanley, 
and others. The CFTC oversees the nation’s commodity markets. 
The report begins with “Climate change poses a major risk to the 
stability of the U.S. financial system and to its ability to sustain 
the American economy.” The first of many recommendations: 
“The United States should establish a price on carbon. It must be 
fair, economy-wide, and effective in reducing emissions 
consistent with the Paris Agreement. This is the single most 
important step to manage climate risk and drive the appropriate 
allocation of capital.” The report speaks of the need to 
accelerate the transition to “a net-zero emissions economy,” in a 
careful and measured way.  

The form below is printed annually as required by the USPS.  
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Join now! Become a Friend  
of Wachiska Audubon Society! 

 
This local chapter membership provides you with voting 
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and 
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation 
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend 
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook, 
in their choice of print or electronic form. 

Friends of Wachiska (local membership) 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
City                               County                        State        Zip 
 
Phone 
  
E-mail 
 
          $25 Individual/Friend  
          $35 Family Friend 
          $50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend 
          $100 Northern Cardinal Friend 
          $250 Western Meadowlark Friend 
          $500 Bald Eagle Friend 
          $1000 Peregrine Falcon Friend 
 
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your 
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds will  
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to: 
  
 Wachiska Audubon Society 
 Attention: Membership Committee 
 4547 Calvert St Ste 10 
 Lincoln NE  68506-5643 
 
 
 

         I prefer to receive my newsletter by email. 
 
Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon 
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska, 
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends 
receive the printed newsletter each month. If you wish to join 
NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact the National 
Audubon Society directly. 
 

 

The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska 
Audubon Society. The known office of publication is 4547 Calvert St Ste 10, 
Lincoln NE  68506-5643. Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 

Send address changes to The Babbling Brook 
Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert St Ste 10 

Lincoln NE  68506-5643 

The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper.  

American Goldfinches 

 

Public Officials 
 

President Donald Trump 
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001 

Comment line: 202-456-1111 
Phone: 202-456-1414  Fax: 202-456-2461 

E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact 
 

Senator Ben Sasse 
1128 Lincoln Mall Ste 305, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400  Fax: 402-476-0605 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224  Fax: 202-224-5213 

E-mail at website: http://sasse.senate.gov 
 

Senator Deb Fischer 
440 N 8th St Ste 120, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600  Fax: 402-476-8753 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551  Fax: 202-228-0012 

E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov 
 

 Congressman Jeff Fortenberry (1st District) 
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508-2537 

Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806  Fax: 202-225-5686 

E-mail at website: http://fortenberry.house.gov 
 

Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District) 
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144 

Omaha phone: 888-221-7452 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155  Fax: 202-226-5452 

E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov 
 

Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District) 
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE  69361 

Scottsbluff phone: 308-633-6333  Fax: 308-633-6335 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435  Fax: 202-225-0207 

E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov 
 

Capitol Hill Switchboard 
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121 

 
Governor Pete Ricketts 

Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848 
Phone: 402-471-2244  Fax: 402-471-6031 

E-mail  at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov 
 

State Senator ________ 
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE  68509-4604 

 
State Capitol Switchboard  

402-471-2311 
 

Lancaster County Commissioners 
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508 

Phone: 402-441-7447  Fax: 402-441-6301 
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov 

 
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird 

County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 301, Lincoln NE 68508-2828 
Phone: 402-441-7511  Fax: 402-441-7120 

E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln City Council 
402-441-7515 

E-mail: council@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln Journal Star 
Letters to the editor, 926 P St, Lincoln NE 68508 

E-mail: oped@journalstar.com 
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A Gift to the Future 
 
A bequest to Wachiska Audubon Society 
is a gift to future generations enabling 
our natural heritage to continue. For 
wills, trusts, and gifts, our legal name is 
Wachiska Audubon Society. Our Federal 
Tax ID number is 51-0229888. 

 

Wachiska Audubon Society’s 
financial records are available 
for examination in the office. 

 
Remember Wachiska 

Audubon When 
Shopping Online 

 
Every time you order from Amazon, 
please consider logging into 
smile.amazon.com. Make Wachiska 
Audubon Society your permanent 
designee for a 0.5 percent discount 
on whatever you purchase at no 
extra cost to you. 

 
NOTE THIS POLICY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 
During COVID-19, Wachiska Audubon will continue to 
provide our monthly general meeting programs at 
7:00 p.m. on the second Thursday each month; 
however, these presentations will be by Zoom 
teleconferencing until such time as we can resume 
meeting in person. This practice began in May and all 
have been well-attended. The programs have been 
excellent and comments extremely favorable. 
 
Please give this format consideration. There’s no 
night driving and you don’t have to even put your 
shoes on. The only thing is you will need to provide 
your own cookie! 
 
Check out the link in the front-page article for 
registering or go to the website. It really is very easy!!  

 

 

 

WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2020 
OFFICERS 
President……………………………………………………………… .. *Stu Luttich (Geneva)…………..… 402-759-3597 

Vice President………………………………………………………. . *Theresa Pella………..………….….. 512-585-1511 
Recording Secretary .................................................. *Marilyn McNabb…….……….…….402-476-7463 
Treasurer ................................................................... *Mary Rogge.....………………………402-488-1342 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Director at Large........................................................ *Linda R. Brown ........................ 402-489-2381 
Director at Large........................................................ *Terry Stentz ............................. 402-202-8819 

Director at Large........................................................ *Dave Titterington .................... 402-432-6988 
Conservation ............................................................. *Ross Scott (Roca) ..................... 402-202-1523 
Education .................................................................. *Tim Knott................................. 402-217-8505 
Field Trips .................................................................. John Carlini................................ 402-475-7275 

                                                                                            *Lana Novak ............................... 402-475-8693 
Hospitality ................................................................. Cheryl Moncure ........................ 402-488-0036 
Legislation ................................................................. *Bruce Kennedy (Malcolm) ....... 402-796-2114                                                                                                 
Membership .............................................................. *vacant ...........................................................  
Monthly Programs/General Meetings ....................... Arlys Reitan ............ WAS office 402-486-4846 

Newsletter Editor ...................................................... Arlys Reitan ............ WAS office 402-486-4846 
Population/Environment ........................................... Mary King .................................. 402-570-3295 
                                                                                            *Patty Spitzer ............................. 402-525-9726 
Publicity/Public Relations .......................................... Arlys Reitan ............ WAS office 402-486-4846 

Donor Development .................................................. Elizabeth Nelson ....................... 402-770-3485 
*Denotes Board member 
 

OTHER ASSOCIATES 
Bird Questions ........................................................... Kevin Poague…………………………. 402-797-2301 
Facebook Coordinator ............................................... Benjamin Vogt........................... 402-499-5851 

Raptor Recovery ........................................................ Betsy Finch (Elmwood).............. 402-994-2009 
Executive Director Audubon Nebraska ...................... *Kristal Stoner........................... 402-797-2301 
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center Director .......... Meghan Sittler .......................... 402-797-2301 
Webmaster................................................................ Roxanne Smith .......................... 402-477-1319 
Wachiska Computer Issues/Questions ...................... Linda Sullivan ............................ 402-580-8515 

Bookkeeper ............................................................... Nancy Hamer ............................ 402-499-1306 
 

Wachiska Audubon Society 
4547 Calvert St Ste 10 
Lincoln NE 68506-5643 
402-486-4846 
office@WachiskaAudubon.org 
www.WachiskaAudubon.org 


